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boch together, as the Theme or Subject whereon I intend to In. 
"diſcourſe at this time. | . | © 


really both teach the ſame Doctrine; That neither doth Sr, 


and as the effects of it, mean to attribute more to them tha 


- Notion of Juſtification, to appearance, contrary to what St 


St James fi. % K 


. 


not by Faith only. 


od ſubjoyn to the Words which 1 have now read to 
You. thoſe in Rom. iii. 28. (or ſome other Text out of 
ſome of St. Pauls Epiltles to the ſame purpoſe. Therefore e 
conclude that a Man is juſtify d by Faith; and | wou'd read them 


\ 7 : | ' x g | 1 | \ | 
1 it was an uſual thing to take two Texts to a Sermon, l 


For this is indeed my preſent Deſign 5 not to handle theſ 
Words ol St. James by themſelves, that is, as lay ing down a 


Paul teaches in that other Text: But to ſhew that St. Paul and 
St. James, tho they differ in Words and Expreſſions, do yet, 


Paul, in excluding Works from having any thing to do in out 
Juſt. fication, mean to exclude ſuch Works as St. Fames here de 
clares to be neceſſary ; neither on the other fide doth St. Fame 
in aſſerting the Neceſſity of good Yorks, together with Faith 
St. Paul does. | 85 
But before I proceed to ſhew how theſe two Apoſtles mah 
as I think, be fairly reconciPd, ic may not be amiſs to premi 
this one thing, viz. - . 80 

That it that Solution of this Difficulty, which I ſhall by a 


by propoſe, ſhould not ſeem clear and Saristactory, and if Mut 
cou'd not think of any other way whereby theſe two Divi hoe 
Writers, might to our Apprehenſion, be reconciled togetf n 
and made to ſpeak the fame thing; it wou d nevertheleß ¶ me 
that caſe, be reaſonable to ſlick to the Words of St. amen Neon. 


their ſtrict and moſt natural Signification, and to ſupp! 
that S. Paul is to be interpreted by him, rather than he by S. Pal. 3; 
and conſequently to take for granted, that the Doctrine white ſ 
we are here taught in expreſs Words by St. Fames (vis. they 
Wirks are neceſſury as well as Faith, to render us ſuch as God 
apm ove of and juſtify at the laſt Day) is undoubtedly true, Nudae 
tho we cou d not tell which way St. Paul's Words might af 
fairly interpreted in the fame Senſe. This I ſay appears rei 
nable upon ſeveral Accounts. As namely, ory 
1. Becauſe we have an expreſs Teſtimony of Scripture; 


. * 


hich they that are unlearned and unſtable ꝓreſt to their own, 
s wherein he treats concerning Jaſtihcarion by Faith only, may 
reckoibd in that Nu nber. And this St. Auguſtin ſays ex- 


the Mind. to the Truths F the Goſpel which indeed is the prime. 
e d molt proper N tion of the Word) da thence infer, that a 
MB Life it not neceſſu y to juſtify and ſavea Mn. 

WE and indeed if St. Peter had nor mide this Obſervation con- 
ning the Obſew iry of ſome of St. Pauls Writings, tis ne- 
thelels no mire than M hat every one that reads the Bible 
ſt needs obſerve z viz. that the Epiſtles of St. Paul, efpecially 
cre he handles Contr-werſy, are the hardeſt to be underſtood 
cept perhaps the Propheſies that are not yet accompullyd,) 
any parts of the New Teſtament. | { 


tthe Ep:FHe of St. Fames, and this Chapter of it in particus 


is, to appearance very plain and clear; and that, both in 
mei Concluſion which it lays down, viz. that we are jultify'd by 


key and not y Faith only, and allo in the Arguments where- 
this Concluſion is made good, from the 14th Verle of this 
pter to the end. | 


es by thoſe of St. Pau, that is 2 plain Place by an obſcure 


et With a iy crabbed or difficult Place in any Author, to 


Dwihhrhecher his meaning be not elſewhere expreſd more clear- 


75 nd if it be, to conclude that the intricate Place hath the 
leis Wh meaning wirh the plain one, altho we know not how well 
me” concile the Words and Phraſes thereof to it. 


fuppYnd this is the Caſe here: For tho St. Paul and St. Fames - 


8. Fr different Writers, yet th Author of both their Epiſtles 
Wu che fame, vz. the Holy Spirit of God, by whoſe Inſpira- 
hey both wrote: Their Writings are conſequently both 
700 em Parts of that one everlaſting Goſpel, by which God 


ks 197 the World; and they do both of them contain (ons 
night diff-rent Expreſſions) the Articles of the ſame Covenant 


ars ſeen Jod and us. It is reaſon ble therefore in this Caſe, 
ſerve the fame Method that we do in other the like Caſes, 
— i 4 of e ; A 2 1 85 3 — 3 2 viz, 


ures 


* 


St. Pauls Writings there are ſome things hard to be underſood = 
tyuction. (2 Pet. iii. 16.] And "tis probable that thofe Plas 
ely, viz. That the chief Nifficulty of all in St. Paub's Epiſtles, is 


ſo much Commend ition thut Faith, which he ſays does justify; 
which ignorant Men underſtanding nothing elle but only an Aſſent 


\nd on the other ſide, it is no lefs obvious to be obſerv'd, 


Now if the Cafe be thus, as it plainly ſeems to be, nothing \ 
MY be more unreaſonable than to interpret this Place of Sr. 


; and on the other ſi le, 1 cin be fairer than when: 


5 
* 


* 


big. to put ſuch a Senſe and Interpretation, on any dif 
or ambiguous Paſſage that we meet with any where therein, 
to make it agree to and conſiſt with thoſe other Paſſages in 
{ame Book or Writing, which ſeem to be more plainly exp 
fed, and of the meaning of which there can be leis Diſpute. 
2. Another Reaſon why I think (if we could not eafily 
Concile St. Paul with St. Fames) we ought rather to emby 
; rhe Literal Senſe of St. Fames, than that of St. Paul, and 
cConclude with him that good Works are neceſſary to our Jul 
cation and Salvation, as well a Faith is, becauſe (as is obſen 
by ſeveral of the Ancients) this Epiſtle of St. Fames (as li 
wiſe the firſt of St, Fohn, the Second of St. Peter, and that 
St. Fude) was Written on purpoſe to rectifie the Miſtakes t 
ſome had fallen into, through their Miſunderſtanding of ſo 
of St. PauPs Writings. | v. Grot. in Fam. 2.21. 
Nc if this be ſo, we may reaſonably conclude, that 
James defigning this Diſcourſe of his concerning Faith 
Works as a Commentary upon, or an Explication of w hat 
Paul had written before upon the fame Subject, was very alli 
ful to avoid all that Obſcurity and Ambiguity of ExpretiMi 
which had occaſion'd the Writings of St. Paul to be ſo gr 
miſunderſtood, and wreſted to ſuch ill purpoles, as St. Peter 
{-rves they had been by ſome ignorant and perverſe Men; 1 
conſequently that St. Fames uſes the Words Faith and Work 
that Senſe, which is moſt natural and obvious, in that Sd 
wherein Common Readers were molt like to underſtand the 
Whereas St. Paul's Epiſtles I mean thoſe wherein he handles 
—— fame Subject) being written with another Deſign, as 1 
ſh-w hereafrer, it may well be ſuppoſed that he, having in 
writing them an Eye to his main Deſign, (which was to li 
the Neceſſity of embracing the Chriſtian Faith, and the 
Obligation that lay upon Chriſtians from the Ceremonial 
"of Moſes) was more careleſs in his other Expreſſions, 4 W 
tearing that any Perſon, inſtructed in the Chriſtian Rely 
wou'd ever ſo groſly miſunderſtand and pervert his Word 
to think that he intended to give Encodragetnent to a lewd: 
and diflolute Life. | 8 5 
Hut this, nevertheleſs, ſome did think at leaſt they plex 
St. Pauls Authority for it, That if Men did but believe aht: 
it was 110 great matter how they liv'd. - Againſt theſe ther 
our Apoſtle Sr. Zames ſets himfelt in this Chapter, and The! 
large that Chrittianity did not confalt only in true and of 
dox Faith; that a bare Belief in Chriſt, or of the Truth 
the Opel, without bringing forth Fruits in our LH. ans 


* 
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FErfation, anſwerable to ſuch 2 Belief, would be in no wiſe 
in fncient to juſtifie or fave us. „ N | 
And that in writing this, he had an Eye to what St. Paul had 
Witten before upon the ſame Subject, is tarther probable, be- 
fe he makes uſe" of that very,Inſtance of Abraham to prove 


iy We Neceifity of good Miri together with Faith, which St. 
nb! had betore brought againſt the Fews, to ſhe the ſuthcien- 
ind Wot Faith alone without Works, that is, without thoſe Ceremoni- 
JulFObſervances, which they would have preſs'd upon all other 


iſtians, and Which they laid more ftrels upon, and did pur 
re Confidence in, than in the weightier Matters of the Lam, 
ice, Mercy and Fidelity. | | „ 
his Epiſtle of St. Fames therefore being written after St. 
s Epiſtles, and ſo, very probably, with a Deſign to ex- 
in them where they had been miſunderſtood ; it is reaſonable 
take for granted, that what St. James here plainly afferts, 


ching the neceſſity of good Works together with Faith, is the 
hatte of St. Paul, altho* we cou'd rot eaſily bring St. Paul's 
y cWords to it. Eſpecially if it be conſidered farther in the 
ref ird Place. 1 8 8 


3. That tho this Epiſtle of St. Fames had been never writ- 


gr | 
eccr ; nay, tho! there had not been one plain Text in the whole 
n; Mie exprefly aſlerting the Inſufficiency of a meer Belief, or of 
empty fruitleſs Faith; yet we could not underſtand thoſe Pate 
t Ses of St. Paul, wherein he ſo much magnifics Faith, and de- 
ches 7/orks, in any other Senſe than what St. James here plain- 


p without making thoſe Paſſages in St. Paul to evacu- 


n of the Goſpel. 1 . 
or there is never a Page, hardly a Verſe in the whole Bible, 
lerein the Nature of that Covenant which God hath made 
Mankind is ſpoken of, which doth not either in expreſs 
ords, or by plain Conſequence contradict and diſapprove that 
d Notion of being ſaved only by a bare Belief, tho we take 
eure to lead our Lives ſuitable to our Belief. | 
Mow this is the Method that we obferve in the Reading of _ 
ler Books; we conſider the Scope and Defign of the whole, 
Judge of the Senſe of particular Paſſages with Reference to 
: And if there be any ſingle Paſſage which we apprehend 
Wt the —_— of, or which, at the firſt Reading, feems ta 


heute another Meaning than is agreeable to the Author's mai 
dagen, we build nothing upon ſuch a Paſſuge, but wait a while 
url bee if the Author will not elſewhere explain himſclt; Aud if 

1 . „„ + xz | > he 
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| the reſt of the Bible, and to contradict the whole De- 


A 


he does not, and if at laſt we can't diſcern how that Paſſiy 
can, without ſomewhat ſtraining the Words, be reconci 
with others; we conclude however, and take for granted, Men. 
the Author (if he appears to be a Perſon of Judy ment) is con 
ſtent with himſelf, and conſequently that in that Pe ſſege, hoy 
ever the Words of it may found, he did not mean to thwart a 
cuntradict all the reſt ot his Book, © SY 
And. this is the Caſe here; tor the Defign of our Savioy 
coming into the World was to make Men Holy; ail that 
did, and taught, and ſuffer'd, had a tenvency to effect this U 
ſign; and his whole Goſpel is in a manner made up of Precey 
and Exhorrations, and Encourageinents to Godlineis and Yi 
tue, and of ſevere Threatnings againit all manner of Sin [Rm 
18. Toe Wrath of God is therein reveal d from Heaven, again 
Dy godlineſe and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, who hold the Truth mV 
71g#teouſneſs : theſe things are plain and undeniable ; rhis is m 
niteſtly the Scope and Detign of the Whole Bib'e : And the 
tore altho' ſome few Paſſages in St. Pauls Writings ſhow 
their molt obvious meaning, ſeem to imply the contrary to thi 
it wou'.. be reaſonable howeyer, to believe and zfſert the 
diſpenſible Nece fliry of an Holy. Life, together witn an Oiht 
dox Belief, rather than upon them alone to ground the 
Etrine, which, 1t true, wou'd plainly evacuate all rhe reſt 
the Bible, and perfectly thwart and contradict the w holel 
ſign of the Goſpel. | | 5 
And this I think a ſure Ground for them to go upon who b 
not leiſure to ſtudy the point, or who after all their ſtuqh, 
not able clearly to diſcern how theſe two Apoſtles may be tal 
reconqciled in their Kemingly contradictory Aſſertions; one i 
ing, That we are inſtiſy d by Faith, and the other, That ze 
Juſtify'd by Works, and not by Faith only, E300 
Which Difference nevertheleſs I believe it is not fo haft 
Matter to reconcile, as at the. fiſt fight it may appear to 
the ſeeming Contrariety between them lying, as I ſuppole, 
ly in their uſing in different Senſes, the Words Fufſtify, Fs 
and Works: Every one of which Words is capable of, and is very 0l 
in Seriprure us d indifferent Senſes, For, ERS 
J. As te the Ward Juſtify. nat to trouble you with the Etyralop) 
it, Which is but an uncertain way of knowing the common Accepration 
as Word; ner yet with the Seniz which Heathen Writers have vs 6 
Ward in, from whence we cannot with certainty collect in what Senſe 
Sacred Writers do ule ir; it may be ſufficient to obſerve, That the in 
obvious and uſual Significarion thereof in Holy Scripture, is, to ret 
to Mercy, to abſolve and acquit from former Tranſgreſſions. When 
Jaiife a Man, itis by for giving bim his Treſpaſſes, and accepting, any 


* — K — 4 


ag Nag and rewarding him as 2 Righreous Perſon, altho' he is not really and 
rich ſuch And chus St. Paul himſelf ſeems to expound the Word, in 
Nen. 3. 25. Being jultify'd freely by his Grace, through the Redemption 
hat is in Chriſt Feſus, whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation thro' 
aith in his Blood, to declare his Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion ef Sins 
hat are paſt, through the forbearance of God. In which Text, being u- 
d, and having our Sins remitted, ſeem d to be us d as Terms of the 
ame Signification. And the Pjalmiſt, meaning to deſcribe the Bleſſed- 
eſs of a jaſtify'd Perſon, thus expreſſcs it; Bleſſed are they whoſe Iniqui- 

es are Fe and whoſe Sins are cover d, (Pfal. xxxii. 1, 2.0 Bleſſed 
the Man to whom the Lord will not impute Sin. Rom iv. 5, 6, 7, 8.) 
nd indeed this is all the Juſtification that Sinful Men (and ſuch all Men 
pe) are capable of: For being in truth Sinners, they can't by a Juſt God, 
acquitted as Innocent: They can therefore be jultify'd no other way, but 

y having their Sins forgiven them, and by being receiv'd ro Mercy; for 
God ſhould enter into ſtrict Fudgment with us, no Man living tou'd be 


1 fy d in his Sight, as the Hſalmiſt ſays, (P al. cxlni 2.) 


eh | To juſtify therefore, in the common Scriprural Notion of it is, to ab- 
NN ve from Guilt, ro diſcharge from Puniſhment; and accordingly it is 

l 0. rquently in Scripture oppos d to Condemnation. If is God that juſtify- 

thi , ays the Apoſtle, who 75 he that Condemneth ? (Rom. viii. 23, 14.) _ 
ne "nd in anocher place, Being juſtiſj d by his Blood, we ſhall be ſa v from 
Dc, r brough him. (Rom. v. 9.) . | | 


e 
eſt 
el 


Now taking the Word in this Senſe, there is a 2wo- fold Fuſtification, © 
Firſt, When we take upon us the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion 
Baptiſm; for then our paſt Sins are forgiven us, then we are recciv'd 

to a Covenant of Grace and Pardon. 1 3 
Bur this is not a full Juitification; for our Sins are not then clearly par- 
pn d and forgiven, becauſe they may, after this be ſtill imputed to us; 
d ſo they will be, in caſe we afterwards do either in Proftſſion or in 
orks deny that Faith, which we then take upon us. Our Second there- 
ie, and our compleat and final Juſtification. is not till the great Lay of 
agment, when God will for ever acquit from the Guilt, and free from 
Puniſhment of all their paſt Sine, all thoſe: who continu'd. faithful to 

at Covenant, which they entred into with God at their Baptiſm, _ 


0 ha 
ly 
E Fall 
nell 
we 


hard 


to uppoſing therefore ar preſent that St. Paul and St, James do by Faith 

ole, orks both mean the ſame things : Yet if they do not both ſpeak of 
Fil lame Juſtification ; if St, Paul, when he ſpeaks of Juſtification by Faith, 

ry ons rhe Frrſt fuſtificattion, which is diſpenſed to us in Baptiim; and, 


james, when he affirms, that we are juſtify'd by Works, and wot by 
ith only, means the Second and Final Juſtification at the laſt day; there 
plainly no manner of Contrariety between them. For it may be true, 
in order to our being admitted into the Covenant of Juſtiſicatio m ang 
don nothing more may be required, but only that we firmly believe 
embrace the Chriſtian Religion; (and accordingly we may obſerve, 
t as a previaus Diſpoſition to Baptiſm nothing eſe ſeems to be req air d, 
only that we ſhould believe the Goſpel, and in Profeſſion renounce or 
| e „ e 
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2 . . , 


former Sins, according to that of St. Philip to the Eunuc h, Acts viii. 3, 
t hon belie veſt with all thine Heart, thou mayſt be baptiꝝ d;) and yer E 


may be true too, that our being put into a juſtity'd ſtate by Baprifm, vil 


in the event be no advantage to us, but rather only increaſe our Condem - 1 
nation, unleſs afterwards we continue true and faithful to that Profeſſion 2 

_ Which we then take upon us, and are careful to perform our part of rh 3 
| Covenant which ve then enter into with God. Now, I ſay, this laſt fem 2 
to be what St James affirms, and the firſt all that St. Paul reaches, at lea 6 
in many of thoſe Places, where he ſays we are juſtify'd by Faith, 10 
For that by the Juſtification which St. James ſpeaks of, when he fi 

We are Jutify d by Works, and not by Faith only, he means our Final i | he 
Pification at the great Day, upon which that Salvation will immediate) h 
be beſtow d upon us, which at our Baptiſm was only promis d and aſler dul 8* 
us upon certain Conditions, is evident, by his uſing Juſtification and Salu th 
tion, in this Diſpute, as Terms equivalent. For thus he expreſſes the th 
Doctrine of the Text, in the 14th Verſe, where he firſt begins to hand tb 
the Subject; What doth it profit, my Brethren, if a Man ſay he hath fail be 
and have not Works ? cau Faith ſave him? It is plain, that he means th Fa 
Lame thing there by being ſav'd, that does in the Text and other Verſesa — 
this Chapter, by being juſtify'd; and conſequently that by Juſtificario e 
in this Diſcourſe of his concerning Faith and Works; he means that Fin 4 
Juſtification, upon which Salvation is immediately conſequent. . | 
And on the other fide, that St. Paul in very many at leaſt, if not in: - | 

_ thoſe Places wherein he attributes Juſtification to Faith only without Worid 5 bs 
means therefore only our firſt Juſtitication, that is, our being admitted In 11 
to the Covenant of Grace, and being put into a juſtify'd ſtate by Baptiſ 0. 
will, 1 ſuppoſe, he no leſs evident, if theſe two things be conſider d. WS 
1. That in many places he ſpeaks of Juſtification as a thing paſt, whic 42 

he cou d not do if he had meant the ſame thing by Juſtification that ©. } 
James does. For thus writing to the Cormmthians, he ſays, 1 Cor, vi i ig 
Te are, or ye have been juſtrfy'd in the Name of the Lord Feſws : And Ri wet 
yi. 1. ſpeaking of himſelf and other Chriſtians that Were then 1iviny by 
and conſequently not nal juftify'd in St, James's Uſe of the Word, | 26k 
ſays, that being juftify'd by Faith they had Peace with God. And 7 Ic 

_ phis he grounds their Hope that they ſhould alſo. if they continu 'W i: 
Faith, be fnad) juft:fy'd by God at the laſt Day, wer. 9. For if „ e 
we were Sinners Ch if ay d for us, much 1 then, being nom juſi!) 4 
Y his Blogd, we ſha' be g from Wrath thro ham - . 
2. It may be alſo further obſerv d, Thar in many places he a = 
joyns Juſtification wich Bapriſm, as an Effect or Concomitant of a7 : bl 
"Tit. in. 5, 7 Not by Works of Righteouſneſs which we have done, * : 
cording tg his Mercy he ſav'd us by the waſhing of Regeneration, aud! r 
vewirg of the Holy Ghoſt, that being juſtiſj d by hs Grace, weſe WW ow 
be made Heirs atcording to the Hope of Eternal Life; and in 1 Cor. V. gel 
Such were ſome of you ; but ye are waſh'd, but Je are fan#ify d, but 1 =” 

| Jaſtiſy d, they were juſtify d, it ſeems, at the ſame time that oy 0 1 
wah g, that 35, at their Baptiſm, ybeg they openly aud * ev 


*. 


his Country and his Father's Houſe, or even to ſacrifice his Son at Ged's 


: J | 
 aounc'd thoſe wicked Works which they had former 

on them the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith. - - | „ 
Now therefore, if this be granted, which ſeems to be very probabla 
That St. Paul generally means this by Fuſtzfication, (viz. only our being 
admitted into a State of Grace and Favour with God, at our Baptiſm, in 
which State if we continue by per ſevering in Faith and Obedience, we ſhall © 
ar laſt be juſtify d and acquitted finally in the great Judgment ;) it will be 
eaſy to underſtand all thoſe Places wherein he attributes this to Faith onlyxe/ 
in a Senſe very agreeable to the Doctrine which St. Fames here teaches; it RE 
will be eaſy then to underſtand what St. Paul means, Rom. iv. 5. where » x 
he ſays, That God juſtifies the Ungoaly ; then, 1 ſay, that Paſſage which 
hath been thought the ſtrongeſt, will appear to be 110 Objection at all a- 
gainſt St. Zames's Doctrine; the meaning thereof being only this, That 
the Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus is ſo large, as that he do's not refuſe even 
the vileſt and greateſt Sinners, but readily. accepts them to Favour, upon 
their Belief of the Goſpel, and cloſing with thy Terms of it: And there will, 
be then no difficulty at all in underſtanding ow Abraham was juſtify'd by 
Faith only, according to St Paul, and how he was juſtify'd by Works, that 
is, not by Faith only, as St. Fames expreſly affirms he was, at the 21ſt 
Verſe of this Chapter. For the Caſe was thus: Upon his giving a full 
and hearty Aſſent to the Truth of the Divine Promiſes, he was immediate- 
ly receiv'd into God's Favour and Acceptance, even befere the Sinceriry 

of his Faith has been actually try'd by his Obedience: Abraham believed 

God, and it was counted to him for Righteouſneſs, Rom. iv. 3, ſo that he 

was then ina juſtify'd-ttate: And yet, if after this he had declin'd to leave 


ly liv'd in, and took up- 


8 


Command, he wou'd by this Diſobedience have fall'n from that ſtare of Di- 

vine Favour, and not have been finally juſtify'd by God; but then all his 

former (as well as his later ſins, which had been once remitted to him, 

vitha temporary and conditional Remiſſion, upon his firſt entring into 

the Covenant of Grace, by Faith, (by virtue of which Remiſſion, he was, 

while he continu'd in the Covenant, a 3uſtify'd Perſon) wou'd nevertheleſs 

have been impured to him, and he condemn'd for them, if he had afterwards 

ſwerv'd from his Obedience. 1 1 AC 
In ſhort therefore, the Juſtification which St. Paul generally ſpeaks of, = 

is that whereby we are made Heirs of Salvation, as he himſelf explains it, 

in the afore· cited Text Tir. iii. 7. That being juſtify d by Grace we ſhou'd  *| 

be made Heirs, according to the Hope of eternal Life : but the Juſtificati- 

on which St. James ſpea ks of, is that by which we are actually admitted into 

| the Poileſſion of this Inheritance. And therefore, tho in order to the 

ſirſt Juſtification nothing more be neceſlary but only thar we cloſe with, 

and accept of thoſe Terms of Reconciliation, - which God offers to us: Let 

in order to the Second Juſtification, it is moreover neceſſary, that we 

ſhou d make good that Covenant which we before entred into; or elſe, tho? 

ye are already juſtify'd in St. Paul's Senſe, that is, are now already by 

our embracing and believing and profeſſing the Goſpel, in ſuch a Capacity 

and Likelihood of obtaining eternal Life, as an Hei- is of enjoying his Fa- 

ther's Eſtate we ſhal' never be juſtify'd in St. ahne Senſe, that is, we 


* 


1 
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ſhall never actually poſſefs and enjoy the Eſtate ; but notwithſtanding our Re 
pri: nt Heir hip, thall ar laſt be cait off, and diſinherited for our Diſob«di- WW Bi 
ence. And this Obſer var on concerning the different Sentes, wherein theſs "at 
two \o'tles d. ſometimes ule the Word juſtify, may, 1 ſuppoſe, be alone 
jufſicient to reconcile them in moſt, if not in all choſe vaſſages wherein 42 
thy dcn to differ. But, II. The Word Faith or Be iet, which they do 55 


bon uſe in trea ng of this #ubject, is likewile a Word capable of, and fre- 
quent iy in Seripture us'd in different Senſes; and I believe it may ealily far 
be made app ur, that in thoſe Places wherein St. Paul atir:bures fo much 


to ta th, herein he is though: to declare that char is the only Condition 3 
of var anal Juitihcarion, and admirtance into the Promis'd Inheritance, he Cc 
means qui another ching by Faith than St. ames does, when he ſays that Fa 
that alone is not ſufficient, even all that St, Fames means by Faith and 3. 
Works to). I will pot trouble you now with all the Significations, in be 
which the Word Faith or Belief is us d in Holy cripture; but ſhall take a 

no icc only of rwo, Which 1 Gppoſe moſt applicable ro the Caſe in hard, Uh 

| . The Firſt Senſe of it which 1 ſhall take notice of, is that which m- my 
deed is the mod obvious and proper meaning of the Word; that is, when wh 


by Faith is meant, An aſſent of the Mind to theTruth of ſome Reveal Pro- ie 
_ poſition And in this Senfe St. Fames uſes the Word: By that Faith, which pa 
being withour Works, he ſays, is nor ſufficient to juſtifie or ſave us, he Di 
plainly means nothing more than only a Behef of thoſe Truths, which are 
revea}'d in the Goſpel. And the Caſe that he puts, is this, That a Man W ge 
bel eves there is a God, and that theſe things which he has reveal'd are true, th 
and that all his Promiſes and Threatnings ſhall be made good, bur never- 


thelets takes no care to live well; and in this caſe he ſays, that ſuch a . 
Faith as this is an empty dead Faith, and that it will be ot no real advan- th 
tage to us, any more than it is to the Devil's, who believe all theſe Truths ſar 
as firmly as we can do, but without any Benefit to themſelves, becauſe the D 
Promiſes being not made to them, they are not thereby incited to the co- W uſ 
ing of good. But the Promiſes are made to us, aud therefore it can lo1 


hardly be conceived, it is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed that any Man that firm- Ge 
ly believes all the Truths of the Goſpel, aud conſiders his own Intercit WW 
therein, {hould nevertheleſs allow himſelf in a wicked Life. Faith is na- Be 
turally ſuch an active, lively, and working Principle, that it can hardly W 4; 
fail ro ſhew irTelf by its Effects: . | 
2. And for this Reaſon, Secondly, the word Faith, which moſt proper- Pa 

Iy ſigniſies nothing but rhe Cauſe or Principle, is oſtentimes in Scripture W me 
pur to lignitie both the Cauſe and rhe Effect too, that is, be h a Belief of Ja 
the Goſpel Truths, and alſo a Life led anſwerably to ſuch a Belief, W. 
And in this large and comprehenſive ſenſe tis clearly evident St. Pau! W Me 

does uſe the word in divers places, and efpeciully in thoſe Epiſtles where he I Me 
treats of Juſtification by Faith, as may appear from his oftentimes uling W M 
othe Words and Phraſes initead of the ſingle word Faith. For whhat he me 
ſometimes calls Faith, he at other times in thoſe ſame Epiſtles, calls he Wl 9; 
Law of Faith, and the Obedience of Faith, (Rom. iii, 27. i. 5. Xvi. 26: Hof 
And in Rem. x. 15. he moſt clearly explains his own meaning to be, to 
include and comprehend Obedience in the word Faith, wheneyer he attri- wh 


tributes ſo much to Faith: But they have not all obeyed the Goſpel. for 


Eſaias ſaith, Lord, who hath believ'd our Report ? In which words the 
fame thing is plainly meant by obeying the Goſpel, and bejieving the Re- 


port of the Preachers of it; from whence it clearly appears, That the 
Faith or Belicf. which he ſo much magnifies in that Epiſtle, is not an idle, 
ineffe ctual Belief, bur ſuch a Faith as makes Men to be nbedient. 
Foraſmuch therefore as the Faith which St. Pani ſpeaks of, when he 
fays we are juſtify *d by Faith, includes in it all that St. James means by 
Faith and Works rao; it is plain, That tho we ſuppoſe that they do b th 
uſe the word juſtifie always in the ſame ſenſe, there is not, however, any 
Contrariety in their Potrnes, aitho' one ſays that we are juſtrf) d by 
Faith, and the other thatwe are juſtiſy d by Works and uot by Faith only. But 


3. There is alſo an ambiguity/ in the word Works: and i is not impr oba- p 


ble, (nay, J ſuppoſe I ſhall make it very plain )rhat th two Apoſtl-s S. Part | 
and d. am. in their ſeveral Diſcourſes upon phe dubject of Fuft:fication, do 
likewife uſe this Word in very « ifferent 5enfes ; and hat 8 Paul, when he 

excludes Works. dos not mean che fame by Works that St. Fares co's, 


- when he affirms that we are juttify'e, by Works, and not by Faith only And | 1 


if St. Fames by Works, when he affirms them to beniecetiary toge her with 
Faith, means rhoſe Works ot Picty, Juttice and Charity, and other Meral 


Duties which are required in the Golpel as to any ore that rcacs the tore | 
mer part of the Chaprer it will be evident that he do's, and on theo her 


fide, it St. Paul, when he excludes Works, means by Werks only, wither 
thoſe materially good Works, which Men might do without the Grace of 


| the Goſpcl, or the Merit of good VV-irks, or elſe thoſe Ritual Obſt r- 


vances which were requir'd by the Cerc monial Law ot Moſes :; then, tho“ 
their VVords and Expreſſions be different, yet their Senſe may be the very 
ſame, Now concerning this place in Sr, James, I think there cIn be no 
Diſpute ; he plainly rakes both Faith, and Works in the molt proper and 
uſual acceptation of the words: By Faith, when he affirms that Faith a. 
lone is not ſufficient. he plainly means a meer Belicf of the Truths of the 


| Goſpel ; and by VVorks, when he affirms that they are neceſſary together 


with Faith, he plainly means ſuch a tort of Life and Cod verſation, as rhe. 
Belief of the Goſpel Truths is naturally apt to proc uce, a Converſation . 
becoming the Goſpel of Chrift : And both theſe he affirm: to be neceſſary, in 

order to our final Juſtification ar the laſt day. Ard on the other hee, St 
Paul, if at any time he ſpeaks of rhe ſame Juſtificarion that St. Fames do's, 
means, by Faith, when he ſays we are juitity'd by hat only, all that St. 
James means by Faith and VVorks roo (as hath been ſhewn already) and by _ 


| Works, when he ſays we are juſtify'd by Works, he means only, either the 


Merit of good V Vorks, or ſuch V Vorks as might be done by Uriregencrate 


Men without the Grace of the Goſp-i, or clfe the Ritual Obſervances of the 


Molaical Law, And thar he uſes the V Vords in theſe Senſos, and do's not 
mean to exclude from being a condition of our final juſtincat ion that hearry 
Obedience to the Preceprs of the Goſpel, which a firm Belief of the Truths 


ol it is naturally apt to produce, will further appꝭ ar if heſe two things be 


conſidered; 1 The occaſion and deſign of thoſe Diſcenrſes of S:. Paul, | 
wherein Faith is ſo much ragnifſes, and VVorkS are er {o ligh: by; And 


* a 
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And, 2 The ſeveral Cautions that are here and there intermix'd in thoſe 


[ Diſcourtes, as it were on purpoſe to prevent our miftaking. his mcaning, 


and thinking tkat we may be ſav'd by Faith alone, without a good Life, 
I. We may conſider the Occaſion and Deſign of thoſe Diſcourſes, of 8, 
Paul, wherein Faith is ſo much magnify'd,” and Works are ſee fo light by; 
and which conſequently. do ſeem moſt to contradict the Doctrine here taught 
| by St. James, And I premiſe this firſt of all; That none of St. Paul's 
| Epiltles ſeem to have been written as if they were intended to compi ehend 
the Whole Chriſtian Religion; they rather ſuppoſe Chriſtianity already 
planted in thoſe Places, to which his Epiſtles are directed. It was nor con- 
ſequently his Intention, in every Epiſtle that he wrote, to teach all the 
Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt, and to lay again the foundation of Re- 
Lo pentance from dead Marks, and of Faith towards God; Heb. vi. 1. for all 


this had been done before; theſe ſame Apoſtles, by whoſe Miniſtry they 


had been converted and baptiz d, having alſo then, (according to the Corn. 
miſſion given them by Chriſt) taught them to ob ſerve all things whatſoe- 
der our Lord had commanded. As ſach therefore the Apoſtle conſider'd 


the Perſons to whom he wrote, viz. as true Diſciples of Chriſt, as Perſons | 


that had before been taught to obey as believe the Goſpel ; and ſe had no 
fear upon him, that by his uſing the Word Faith or Works in an uncom- 
mon Senſe (and yet in ſuch a Senſe as the Controverſy he was handling led 
him to uſe them in) they to whom he wrote, wou'd ever be in danger of 


| embracing an Opinion ſo contrary to the firſt Principles of the Chriſtian 


Religion, as it plainly was, to think that they might be ſaved only by be- 
lieving, without obeying the Goſpel, The main deſign then I ſay, of moſt 
of St Paul's Epiſtles, I mean of the Controverſial Parts of them, ſeems 
to be to furniſh the Chriſtians to whom he wrote, with Anſwers to thoſe 
{- - Objections, which the Enemies to Chriſtianity, among whom they liv, 
did make againſt it. And molt of the Churches to which theſe Epiſtles were 
directed, were made up chiefly of Gentile Converts, with whom neverthe- 

_ Jeſs, there were ſome F̃ewiſß Converts alſo intermix' d; but the far greateſt 
part of the Inhabitants of thoſe places were profeſs'd Jews or Gentiles, 
ho, tho' both zealous, each for their own way, and againſt each other, 
yet readily joyn'd their Forces together as againſt a common Enemy, to 
hinder the growth and ſpreading of Chriſtianity, . So that St. Paul bad 
three ſorts of Adveriaries to deal with, viz. the Gentiles, the Jews, and 
the Tudaizing Chriftians, The Gentiles; who had been long bred up un- 
der the Inſtitution of their Philoſophers, and by their good and wholſom 


= Precepts of Morality, were in a good readineſs and diſpoſition to embrace 


the Goſpel ; which, in gencral, commanded little more than they were 
taught before their own Philoſophers, only requiring a ſtricter and more 
pertect obſervance of thoſe Rules, and adding new Morives and Encourage” 
ments to it, from the plain Revelation of a future ſtate of Rewards and 
Puniſhments, of which, before the coming of Chriſt, Men had but an ob- 
eure Notion, and very ſlender Aſſurance, The main Objection therefore 
which theie had to make againſt St. Paul, was, that he took (as the) 
thought) a great deal ot pains ro little purpoſe, in going about to eſtabliſn 
2 neu Beliet, andi nzw Profeſſion of gion ameng them, ſeeing thi! 


err, , . , ww... 


they knew was their Duty; that therefore no Man was or cou'd be juſtifie 
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az to Practice they had been taught all the ſame things in ſubſtance by their own Philo⸗ 
ſophers ; © that conſequently they thought, he might have ſpared his labour. They 
were of the mind of our Modern Deiſts, That Natural Religion was ſo good and per- 
fe&, that ir needed no Revelation to improve it. Againſt theſe therefore the Apoftle 


' proves the neceſſity of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and of Faith in Chriſt : Becauſe tho? | 


Men had been taught well before, they had never praRiced as they had been tanght z 
tha: by reaſon of the weaknels of humane Nature, they had never Ilvꝰd up to what 

in God's 
fight, by the Law of Nature, or the firſt Covenant made with Mankind, which requi- 
red ſtrict andunfinning Obedience; that conſequently it was neceſſary to believe in 


Ciri?, and to enter into that more g acious Covenant, which he by his Blood had made, 


between God and us, whereby he had encouraged good Works wi:h better Promiſes, 
and offered to afford us divine ſtrength and ſuccour to aſſiſt our Endeavours ; by which 
Covenant of Grace in Coriſt (tho? indeed we were ſtill obliged to the ſame Puties which 
the Law of Natute had laid upon us) we might be juſtified, which by the other we 
could not be; becauſe thit required trig and unſinning Obedience whereas this made 
all wance for the weakneſs of Humane Nature, and left room for Repentance, if at any 
tine through careleſeneſs or ſurprize we ſhould come ſhort of our Dury. And to ſhewy 
the advantage of this Covenant made by Chriſt, and the impoſſibility of being juſtiſi- 
ed ay other way, than by having our Sins remitted to us through Faith in his Blood, 
ſeems to have been mainly deſigned by the Apoſtle in the former part of his Epiſtle to 
the Romans. Now the firſt Covenant made with Mankind being indeed a Covenant of 
Work:, without Grace, therefore in oppoſition to, and to diſtinguim̃ this from that, he 


with good Reaſon, calls chis, ſometimes Grace, ſometimes the Law of Faith, ſometimes 


the preaching of Faith, and ſcmerimes barely Faith; which he ſays is the only way by 
which it is poſhble for us to be juſtified, becauſe our Nature tis ſo corrupt and dege - 
nera e, that we cannot perform perfect and unſinning Obedience. But, 2. The Jews 
were allo as conceited of themſelves as the Gentiles, and as unwilling to accept of the 
Cove nant made by Chriſt, becauſe they truſted to be ſaved by the Obſervation of the 


Law of Moſes, And therefore the Apoſſle likewiſe, againſt theſe, endeavours to ſhew 


that they were Sinners as well as the Gentiles, and ſtood in as much need of a Saviour 
a5 they. A nd this he does in the four or five 1ſt Chapters of his Epiſtl to the Romans; 
in ſome Paſſages of which (eſpecially in the firſt and ſecond Chapters) he ſeems to 
have a peculiar Reſpect to the Gentiles ; and in other places to the Jews more eſpecial- 
ly, and in ſome to both of them, And the ſum of this Argument is this; Thar fince 
all, both Jews and Gentiles had finned, and come fhort of the Glory of God, it was 
therefore neeeflary that a Redeemer ſhould come, to make attonement for their paſt 


Sins, and to eſtabliſh a new Covenas t between God and Men; which he calls Faith, 


or the Law or Faith, to diſtinguiſh it from the Law of Moſes, which was iruly a Law 
of Works; and by this Covenant of Grace or Faith in Chriſt, which was open and 
free for all to enter into, both Jews and Gentiles, he ſays, might be juify'd, which 
they could not either os them be by the Law of Works, nor the Jews any more than 
the Gentiles by the Ceremonial Law of Moſes ; that being never defign'd by God asa 


. Cndition of Juſtigca ion, as having only temporal Rewards and Puniſhments annexed 


to it. Seeing therefore the Jews as well as the Gentiles had broken the firſt Law gi- 


ven to Mankind, which requir'd unſianing Obedience, he fays there was no means o 


Juſtifi ation now left for either of them, bur by Fairh in Chrift, thar is, by coming 


into that New Covenant which Chriſt had eſtabl ſhed by his Death, and offered to us 


inthe Goſpel. But, 3. Befides thee two, the Apoſtle had allo a third fort of Adver- 
ſeries to deal with, which did coſt bim as much trouble as either of the former ; and 
they were ſome who being born and bred Jews, had been converted by Chriſtianity by 


| rhe Preaching of the apoſtles, but nevertheleſs ill retained ſuch a great Likeing and 


V-neration fo © Moles and hs Law, that they thought they were yet bound to obſer ve 
it as much as ever; and not only ſo, but they would fain have forced the fame upon 
the Gentiles too, telling them that notwichſtandiug Criſt, they were bound · to be cir- 


e mc iſed as the jews W re, and to keep the Law of Moles, aud that therwile they 


could not be ſaved. Againſt thefe therefore, the Apoſtle proves at large, effecially 


in his Epiſtle tothe Galatians) that the Law given by Moſes was never deſigned 20 


| | Ti 
oblige he Genile, nor the PAK oy "RW than till the coming of Chet; 
übt at Law was, to the Jews he (els, on'y « 5c 09]-.nafter to h ing them nio 
Chrit, a ist prep ro ind dive! tento we. his were pre and hh a/ nly Do- 
tre z c at therefor. now, aſter the R v la i an pre ching of he Goſpels chat Law 
was cn turt er uſ: d atter tha Faith is «ve, ſy h, hat is afterihe Goſpel 
Is ur hd, are no long runder Schoe- male, ala. iii. 25, That the Ce- 
1 mo i Low vas made p only or T pes an Shadow, whereof Criſt was the Sub- 
'ftn a 1 raat herehe rhe Sul ſt n < beingn w o, hey were occaf z; t a: the 
Cer::o | Law wrs given only t ex rcife the Jewiſh Nation fer i me x7; an was 
then g ew. to a better L W h Dot F ita or EY g lical-Ob dence; hu 
Aa amlelt was jultificd ty mn Rn meas ald method which is no v prop und- 
eden 6 iſp 1, by viz. ty lively raitn in the Promiſes of & d wo) king it. hn a 
- Tia y bei nic ©» wha ſever God required of him. and that he-was'rhus juſtined 
bef re e Wa © rtum ſed, ard thereto.e ſo m gt they be tco, wihour Circumc ſi n, 
end other Ritua Ovſervances,, = | TE 
in the management of which diſpute with theſe Judaizing Chriſtians, 
the Apoſtle calls che Chriſtian Religion, as oppos'd to the Jcwiſh, by the 
word Faith, to d.{tinguilh it from the Obſervation of Moſes's Law, which 
was call d Works, or the Wor ks of the Law. And uſing the word in this 
ſenſe, he ſays, We are juitify d by Faith, and by Faith only, that is, by the 
Faith and Obedience of the Goſpel ; and that there is no need at all of 
Works, that is, ot ſuch Works as were enjoyn'd by the Ceremonial Law, 
| whichthey laid ſuch great ſtreſs upon; for tnus he often explains himſelf, 
- expreſly calling thoſe Works which he rejects, the Works of the Law, 
thereby plainly dittinguiſhing them from the Works. of Evangelical Obe- 
dience, and clearly imirat ng that it was not his intention to exclude theſe, 
tho“ he did thoſe. Thus the Apoſtle manag'd the Controverly he was 
- engig'd in with theſe three Adverſaries: And that his main Deſign was to 
oppoſe one or other of them in all thoſe Places wherein thoſe Pailages are 
found which ſo much magniſie Faith, and vilifie Works (which are eſpe- 
cially tne Epiſtles to the Romans and Galatians) will, I ſuppoſe, readily 
appear to any one that ſhall atrentively read them over; and! think it 
will be impoſſible ro make out the Context, or to ſhew how thoſe places do 
at all tend to the carrying on theſe Deſigns, if we take the words Faith and 
Works in any other Senfc than I have before ſaid St. Paul does uſe them 
in. Bur, Sccondly, That rhe Apoſtle St. Paul did not intend to exclude 
ſuch good Works as St James here requires (viz. Obedience ro the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel) from being neceſſary to our final uftificarion at the 
| great day, will yer ſurther and more plainly appear, if in reading over 
| thoſe Kpiitles, we do but obſerve the ſeveral Cautions that are here and 
there intermix'd as it were on purpoſe to prevent our putting ſuch an In- 
ter pret · tion upon his Words, And firſt in the Epiſtle to the Romany, in 
Chap. ii. Ver. 6. he tells us plainly, that God will render to every Man 
according to his Works, Tribulation and Anguiſh upon every Soul of Man 
that dot h evil; and Glory, Honour and Peace, to every Man that worketh 
goa: Which Paſſage would be very odly pur in, in a Diſcourſe wherein he 
= was proving the ſufficiency of Faith alone tor Juſtification, if chcreby be 
had meant ſuch a Faith as m ght be without good Works. 
But in the 13rh Verſe of that Chapter he contradicts that Opinion moſt 
expreſiy: Not the Hearers of the Law, ſays he, ſhall be juſt before God, 
bur the Doets of the aw ſhall be juſtify d. It ſeems ther: that Sts 
Paul's Jultifieaton by Faith only, was net a Yuſtifcation withest 
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orks; the Faith that he there ſpeaks of, muſt needs therefore be ſuch a 
iirh as includes Works in it; The Doers of the Law ſhall be juſtified, And 
again, Chap. iii. J. 21. after he had ſaid chat both Circum1aon and Un- 
rcumcifion muſt be juſtify d by Faith; and that they could cor be juſti- 
d any other way; that they might not take Faith in ſuch à narrow | 
Toſe as to exclude good Works. he adds, Do we then make void the Law 
broneh Faith ? God forbid; Yea, we eſtabliſh the Law. And to the ſame” 
urpoſe again, Chap, vi Ver. 1. What ſhall we ſay then ? ſhall we conti- 
ue in Sin that Grace may abound ? God forbid How ſhall we that are 
ad to Sin live any longer therein? And again, Ver. 15. What then? 
ball we ſin, becauſe we are not under the Law, but under Grace? Gia fore 
8d, And laſtly, (to name no more) in the vuiith Chapter of that Epittie, 
fer. 1. when he was come to the Concluſion of this Controverſy. having 
hewnat large the inſufficiency of all other ways, and the ablolute neceſ- 
ty of accepting the Goſpel Truths, in order to Juſtification, he goes on 
o ſhew the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe who believ'd in Uhrift, in theſe words 


N . q #00 
here is therefore now no Condemnation to them which are in Chriſt Feſus ; 


zut then, left they ſhould miſtake him, and think that a bare Bcl:er in 
hriſt, or the proteſſion of his Religion only, was enough to entitle them 
o this Bleſſedneſs, he adds, who walk not after the Fleſh, but after the 
S0jrit, The like Care he has alſo taken in his Epiſtle to the Galariang 
phcre he handles ris Controverſy again, with a ſpecial reſpect to the Jew- 
ſh Law ; where we may obſerve, that to prevent all Miſunderſtandirg of 
phat he had delivered touching the ſufficiency of Faith without Works, he 
akes frequent occaſion to declare his meaning to be, only to exclude the 
Works of the Law, not the obedience of the Goſpel. Particularly in the 
vo lait Chapters he is very large in explaining whar kind of Liberty he 
ad been before pleading for; Stand faſi therefore, ſays he, in rhe Liber- 

wherewith Chrift has made us free, and be not entangled again with tha 
dke of Bondage. Galat. v. 1 And what Bondage he meant, appears in the 
dext Verſe. Behold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if. you be circumciſed, Chriſt 


Obſervances, you diſclaim and renounce the Covenant which Chriſt hath 
ade for you, and to can expect no benefit from it; Whoſoever of you, lays 
de, are juſtify'd, that is, hope to be juſtify'd, by the Law ye are Fallen from 
brace. For we,through the Spirit, wait for the hope of Rightoouſneſs by Faith; 

that is, Ve Chriftians,nolefs than you ems, do wait for the Hope of Rig h- 
eouſne ſi, that is, for a Reward of our Righteouſneſs: But then it is not ſuch a 
Righteouſneſs as yours, a Righteouſneſs conſiſting in the obſervation of Rires 
nd Ceremonics, but thro' the Spirit, that is. by a Spiritual Righteouſneſe; 
Ind 'ris by Faith, that is, *tis ſnch a Righreovineſs as is wrought in us by 

aith, that is, by our Belief of the Goſpel of Chriſt. For ſays he, Ver 6. in 
hriſt Jeſus neither Circumciſion auaileth any thing, nar Uncircumc: ſton, 


Put Faith ; not any Faith, but Faith which worketh by Love, or Faith which 
made perfect by Love, Which words he repeats again in Chap. vi. V 15, 
dnly inſtead of Faith putting in another Word, not ſo ambiguous; In Chriſt 
Feſas, neither Circumciſion availeth any thing, nor Uncircumciſion but & 
bew Creatute And the ſame Apoſtle in angther parallel place, in another of 


hall profit you nothing; that is, if you {till truſt to be ſav'd by your Jews __ 
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his Epiſtles, puts it out of all doubt whar he means in the firſt of theſe places 


ncircumciſion but the keeping the Commandments of God, 1 Cor. vii. 1g 


Works, be does not mean Works ofNMvangelical Obedience, when he en 
'* Cludes them trom being neceſſary in order to it: So that Paal does not, a 


been ſaid, Ithink ic appears, that St. Paul and St. Fames agree very well tg 
_ gether; which was the point that I propos'd to make good, St. Fame in 


Juſtiſyd and nec by Faith only: St. Paul, on the other fide ſays, thar y 


and 1n the Letter, ſeemingly contradictory to St. Fames's meaning is plaits 
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meer ritual Obſervances, or elſe ſuch Works, as though materially gool 


gare Sinners; or to an Opinion of Merit, which there can never be aj 
| Ground for; or, laftly, to the Rites and Ceremonies of Moſes's Law, whid 
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tue, and to vir ue knowledgezand to Knowledge temperance,and to temperance patient 


lacketh theſe things. is blind, and cannot ſee afar off, and hath forgotten that hel 
purged fiom his old Sins. Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give dilizence to make jul 
Calling and Election ſure : for if ye do theſe things ye ſhall never fall: f 
fan entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you abundantly, into the everlafil 


Merey grant, for the ſake of the ſame our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; To whom, ® 
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Faith, when he expreſſes the ſame by Obedience; circumciſion is not hing, al 


And now by all that hath been ſaid, I ſuppoſe, it ſufficiently appears, that by 
Faith,St, Paul means ſomething more than only a bare belief of the Goſpel 
Truths, when he makes it the ſole Condition of Juſtification ; and that bl 


more than St. James exclude ſuch good Works as are the natural Effect oi 
true, liveſy, and Chriſtian Faich, from being neceſſary together with Faith 
der to our full and final Juſtification at the laſt day. And from all that hatha 


deed ſays here, that Faith alone, or a bare Belief of the Goſpel, will not d 
without Works anſwerable to our Belief; Te ſee how that by Works a Mani 


are juſtify'd by Faith: bur tho' this manner of Expreſſion be different from 


ly the fame. He affirms, indeed, that we are juſtified by Faith: but thy 
as I have ſhewn, he means the ſame thing by Faith, that St. James doesh 
Faith and Works too; he mans ſuch a Faith as a Abraham's was, (for that 
is his Example as well as St. Fames,s.; ) he means ſuch a Faith as hover 
it is try'd, approves it ſelf by a ready Obedience, as Abraham's did: a 
the Works which he rejects as uſeleſs and unneceſſary, or as not ſufficieniſ 
are not ſuch as Abraham's were, the Fruits of a lively Faith; bur either 


are not done out of a good and virtuous Principle, Ia a word, he oppoli 
Faith, his juſtify ing and ſaving Faith, not to Evangelical Obedience; but 
either to unſinning Obedience, by which none can be juſtify d, becauſe i 


Law, he ſhews, was not then obliging, and ſo cou'd not be the Condition 


Juſtification. | 3 | 
The uſe we ſhall make of what hath been ſaid upon this Subjeck, is this; we ſhouldi# 
hereby inciccd to the diligent performance oi that whole Condition that (according 
the Doctrine taught by bo Apoſtles ( ĩs requir'd of us in order to Salvation; wild 
in t only to believe in Chriſt, and yo make prefeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, but [1K 
a(e to live as becomes the Goſpel of Fhriſt, and to bring forth plenteoufly all the f 
of Righteouſneſs. And this likewife|St. Peter reaches in his ed Epiſtle, i. 5, &c. Wl 
whoſe Words I ſhall conclude ; Befidgs this, giving all diligence add to your Faith N 


«nd to patience, gol nef ; and to godlineſ, Brotherly kindneſs ; and to bro herly ins 
neſs Charity. For it theſe things be in you and abound,they make you that you ſhall 
ther be barren nor uufruĩtful in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, But he 1 


Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Which God of his. inf 


